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Will attend promptly t j all calls and for rcas- -

ble. If he had known how I trembled
inside, he would not have been bo
scared. The sense of deadly paia is
not an easy thing to get used to. I
dismounted, fired his gun into the
ground, broke the stock against a tree
and threw it into the brush, and tied
my horse to a stump.

'Now my friend,' I said to Merri-ma- n,

be kind enough to march.'
'Where ?'

The Sharper's Peril.

A TALE OF BORDER LIFE.

No wonder you are astonished
said Dick to see such an article a3
that it ray possession, if it is a strange
thing for me to have a bible, the way
I came by it is stranger. I have bad
it three years ; I shall keep it as long
as I live.

Three years ago I was living by
my wits in the city of St. Paul. Per--

the Torrid zone, since we read in
Wraxall's Travels in Russia that "in
order to possess any preeminent de-
gree of loveliness, a woman must
woigh at least two hundred weiiht."
The Empress Elizabeth, and Cather-
ine II., both accounted very fine wo-

men, were of this massive kind.
In Italy, matches are made with

proverbial levity, and marriage viws,
if report speaks truly, are easily bro-
ken. Young virgins are systemati-
cally bartered and sold by their pa-

rents, and young people are married
every day who never saw one another
before. Concubinage is a constant

ringing of steel, a groan, a fall, and
all was silent as the tomb ! The duel
was ended; but how? They were
appaled at the horrible question.

Waiting some minutes and hearing
nothing more. Col Morton and the
stranger prepared a light, unlocked
the door, and entered. The spectacle
was most affecting. There lay the
bloody corpso of the duellist. Johnson,
mangled dreadfully.and above it stood
the erect and imposing form of the
lawyer, Thomas unhurt, not a cut on
his skin or a rent in his clothing, but
weeping as if his heart were broken.

He started back as the flashing
light dazzled his eyes, and, growing

ill

Komance.

Oh ! she was a maid of a laughing eye,
And she lived in a garret cold and high ;

And he was a threadbare whiskered beau
And he lived in a cellar damp and low.

But the rosy boy ot the cherub wing
Has many a shaft in his slender string,
And the youth below and the maid above
Were touched with the flashing darts of love.

And she would wake from her troubled sleep,
O'er his tender billet-dou- to weep ;

Or stand like a statue bright and fair,
And gaze on a lock of bright, red hair.

And he who was so tall and proud,
With his step so firm and his laugh so loud,
His beard grew long and his face grew thin,
And he pined in solitude over his sin.

But one soft night in the month of June,
As she lay in the light of a cloudless moon,
A voice came floating soft and clear
To the startled maiden's listening ear.

Oh, then, from bcr creaking couch she sprung,
And her tangled tresses back she flung,
She looked from the window lar below.
And he stood beneath, her whiskered beau.

Sbe did not start with a foolish frown,
But packed her tr.tnk and scampered uown,
And there was her lover tall and trne,
In his threadbare coat of the brightest hue.

The Mar that rose in the evening shade
Looked sadly down on a weeping maid ;

The sun that came in his morning pride
Shed golden light o'er a laughing bride.

victim in the public square, presented
a cocked pistol at his heart with one
hand, and belabored him unmercifully
with a cowhide which he grasped in
the other. Resistance at the moment
was altogether out of the question,
for the slightest motion would have
been the signal for immediate death.
He thought of Emma and her sweet
babe, and bore the castigation in si-

lence.
Alter this clients deserted his office

and gentlemen fefused to recognize
him or return his salute in the tho-

roughfares of business, or during his
morning strolls over the hills. Had
his touch been contagion or his breath
pestilence, he could not have been
more carefully shunned.

Another week passed and the de-

graded lawyer was in a state of mind
bordering on insanity ; and yet all the
while he concealed the mental torture
from his affectionate wife. One even-

ing, in a more than commonly bitter
and gloomy mood, as he walked thro'
the public equare,he was again accost-
ed by Mike Johnson, with his cocked
pistol in one hand and uplifted cow-hid- e

in the other. The assault was
the more aggravating as the place was
thronged with spectator".

"Coward and villain !' exclaimed
Johnson, "did I not tell you that I

would cowhide you every week, until
I whipped the courage of a man and
a gentleman into your yankee hide ?"

"I am not a coward," retorted
Thomas, in a hollow tone, so unearth
ly fierce and wild that it caused every
hearer to Etart. At the instant his
lips were livid, and clenched between

remedy for these ill advised and de- -

cei,fu marriases. and the peculiarly
Italian term cicisbeo, indicates the in
demnity which custom prescribes for
the fair sex fettered to husbands un-

loved.
In France, as has often been re-

marked, women monopolize all the
society and a large share of the bus;,
ness life. The coffee houses, the
theatres, the shops, the cabarets, or
drinkinrr shops-- , are filled with wo-

men. Women lord it at all assem-
blies, and arc better informed and
more capable managers than men.
Marriage is looked upon not so much
as a matter of affection as of interest,
and the sacred uess of the tie is pro-
portionately slender.

Marriage in Sweden is commonly
soverned wholly by the will of the
parents, and is founded upon interest.
A stolen match is almost unheard of.
and nersons of either sex seldom inarr
ry btfore the a;ze of twentv-hv- e or
thirty. Divorces are very rare.

Russia appears to be the most pre-
posterous country in Europe in ita
treatment tf women. The i.uptial
ceremonies, all and Hiigular, arc based
upon the ideA of the degradation of
the female. When the pare! ts have
agreed upon the match, the bride is
examined by a number of women to
see if she has any bodily defect. On
her wedding day she is crowned with
a garland of wormwood, to denote the
bitttrness of the marriage state
She is exhorted to be obedient to her
husband, and it is a custom in some
districts for the newly-marrie- d wife
to present the bridi groom with a
whip, in token of submission, aid with
this he seldom fails to show his au-

thority. In this cold and cruel coun-

try, husbands are sometimes known
to torture their wives to death with-

out any punishment for the murder.
If a woman proves barren, the hus- -

Anecdotes of the Pope.

Apropos of tie Rev. Dr. Cumniing, j

who had a little correspondence with
the Tope about coming to the Council,
much to the general Roman Catholic
merriment. 1 ne modesty 01 the JJr. 3

proposition is very neatly hit off by I

Cornelius O'Dowd. who says that the in
Dr. meekly supposed that his little
uagpipe migni auu a nine to ine eneci
of the grand oratorio at Rome. j

" You acknowledged I was your j

son a few dajs ago," cries Dr. Gum-

ming, reproachfully.
"1 don't know that 1 did,'" replies

the Pope ; but as 1 have a very large
illegitimate family, it's not impossible
you may belong to them. At all events,
I don't desire your company when I

am entertaining my respectable rela-

tions."
We rather hold to the opiniou that

Pius IX. is partially indebted for his I
longevity to the love of the humorous
that is cine of his prominent character-
istics. He is now seventy eight, and
even the weighty matters that press j

upon him during the session of the
Kcumeiiical Council do not prevent his I
thorough enjoyment of the passing
uood things. It has been said that the
most superb looking members of the
Council, are the Oriental prelates,
but they are not much given to ablu-

tion in fact, they are dirty. One of
these unclean functionaries was invited
to an interview with his Holiness.
The Oriental bishop could not speak
a word cf Italian, French, or Knglish

,iand generallv prevails on her to
. .

pale as the dead at his feet, exclaimed j

i i accents of immeasurable anguish
'Oh ! God ! how shall I endure to
meet my dear wife, with this murder-
ous gore on my hands ! Such stains
would defile the very gates of heaven
and blacken the floor of hell itself!"

He did, however, afterwards meet
Emma and her babe ; but we shall not
attempt to paint the scene. A week
subsequently, he was shot to pieces
in his own office, while employed
writing after night. The assassin was
not known, but supposed to be a
younger brother of the duellist, John-
son.

The stranger who acted in the com-

bat as the second of Thomas, was,
indeed, as he said, from Texas, and
then traveling through Mississippi,
and was the bravest man, perhaps,
that ever drew the breath of life
James Bowie, who fell only with the
r.ii u i t. i i.:. i i. pinuui im:n.am.i, iieu ins reu huuu .

was drunk with the blood ot Aiem- -

cans,

Curiosities of Marriage.

Marriage is the first and most an-

cient of all institutions. As the foun-

dation of society and the family, it is
universally observed throughout the
globe, no nation having been dis-

covered, however barbarous, which
does not celebrate the union of the
-- exes by ceremony and rejoicing
The abuses of the institution, as po-

lygamy, infidelity and divorce, have
in no manner touched its existence,
however they may have vitiated its
purity.

The condition of women in all
countries has afforded a fruitful theme
for the observation of the traveler,
and the speculations o the philoso
pher and the novelist. It has been
uniformlv found that the savage is

I

the tvrant of the female sex.
the position and consideration given '

to woman is advanced in proportion '

to the refinement of social life. Un- -

der the laws Lycurgus, Numa, and j

even later law givers, the power of i

the hu-ba- over his wife was abs.o-- j
j

lute, sometimes even including the
power of life or death. The wile
was always defined and treated as a i

thing, not as a person the absolute ;

property of her lord. In the earlier
ages a man might sell his children or
his wife indifferently, and relics of
this rude cu.-to- m still survive, even
among nations called civilized and
Christian.

In the countries of the East, where
polygamy is almost universal, mar-
riage is not the sacred tie which it is
held to be in Christian countries. Iu
Perria men marry either for lilc or
for a determinated time. Travelers
or merchants commonly apply to the
magistrate for a wife during their res- -

ideiice in any place, and the Cadi
produces a number of girls for a be-- ',

lection, whom he declares to be hon-

est and healthy. Four wives are per-- !

miited to each husband iu Persia, and
the same number is allowed by Mo
haniniedan law to the Mussulman.

In Chinese Tartary a kind of male
polygamy is praeti-e- d, and a plurality t

of husbands is highly respected. In
Thibet it is customary for the brothers .

, .
of a family to nave a wife in common,

., .. . ,
aim iiif eeneiain uvc in nai muii

i and comfort with her. Among the
Culmucks the ceremony of marriage

j is pei formed on horseback, i he girl j

is first mounted, and permitted to
ride fl at full sped when her lover i

ta'-st- a horse and gallops after her. I

If he overtakes the fugitive she be-- 1

comes his wife, and the marriage is
consummated on the spot. It is said
that no instance is known of a Cal-muc- k

girl ever being overtaken un-

less she is really fond of her pursuer.
The Arabs divide their affections

between their horses and their wives,
and regard the purity of blood in the
former quite as much as in their off-

spring. Polygamy is practised only
by the rich, and divorces arc rare.
Tn Ccvlon the marriap-- nronosal is

nothinsr but a curious Latin, Arabic j not set him down as a hypocrite, as I

and Chaldee. The interpreter ear-- ' should instantly, had he been any where
ried on the conversation. Before go- - else but there, where hvpoci iey seem-
ing he asked, as usual, the Papal ben-- 1 ed so superfluous. Wicked as I was,
ediction. Now be it remembered that ' I was rather pleased than otherwise

his teeth till the blood ran. His eyes
were red as a mad dog's, and the j

muscles of his face quivered ; but his j

body and limbs seemed to have the j

rigidity of marble. j

'He will fight now," runs in an ea-- ;

ger whisper through the excited crowd
as they saw the terrible tokens of a j

fiend aroused the fiend which lurks, j

at different depths n all human na-

tures.
"If you are not - coward, why will

you not fight?" asked the duellist,:
somewhat struck, in spite of his tho-

rough desperation, hardened iu the hot
gore of a dozen murders.

"I will fight if you wish it." was
the loud ringing answer.

"Then you accept my challenge ?" j

"I do. Will any one present be so
good as to act as my second ?"' inquir- -

ed the lawyer, addressing the specta-
tors.

For a minute or two no one spoke,
so great was the dread of the arch-duellis- t,

Mike Johnson.
"Will no one in such a mass of gen-

erous men be my second ?" repeated
the lawyer in a louder tone.

'T will," said a shrill, trumpet-lik- e

voice, on the outskirts of the crowd,
and a tall, commanding form, with
bravery written on his brow, and the
eagle's eye beneath it, made his way
to the centre of the scene of cornea-- ;

tion, and stood close fronting Johnson,
with a smiling glance, before which
the latter, for an instaut, quailed.

The question "Who is he ? who is
he?" circulated amoug the lookers on.
But no one could answer, no one had
ever seen him before, and yet every-
body would have then sworn to his
courage, so bold, and yet tranquil was

,iWho are r j ired the ducl.
. Tprnv(r-- ' hU nPPSrnM of mind.

ctro0!fmi,T.,s
who" wiU vouoh re.

Rnf,ptqi.:i;,..
i j

"I can give you vouchers sufficient,"
rnlifH t.hft Qtrrtnovr frnurniniT till his
brow8 booked friohtful ; and then
stooping forward, he whispered some-

thing in Johnson's ear. audible alone
to him.

'T am satisfied," said the duellist
nlond nnrl trpmblino- - ne rrint ilil v

.,roIone, Morton. win vou ,v: as
my friend ? '

The individual last addressed gave
his assent.

"Now let us adjourn to some pii-vat- e

room to arrange the prelimina-
ries," remarked the stranger; and
the principles and seconds left the
crowd, then increasing every minute,
and excited nearly to madness by the
thick crowding events of the hour.

The meeting took place the follow-

ing night, in a dark room, with the
doors locked, and the two seconds on
the outside. The principles were
placed in opposite corners of the
apartment, which was twenty feet
square, and each was armed with a
large bowie-knif- e no more. It was
midnight a night without moon or
stars. Black pitchy clouds enveloped
the sky, and a slight sifting mist ren-

dered the shadows of the earth more
intense. Hence, the room where the
duel was about to begin, was wrapped

BY JUDGE ARRINGTOX.

The city of Vicksburg, Mississippi,
has always been remarkable, even be-

fore the recent war gave her a pro-
found national interest. Many years
ago ehe supplied the class of writers
who furnish the substratum for most
of the circulating libraries, with plots,
dark and dreadful enough to satisfy
even the present craving for sensation.
The place has been noted since its
earliest settlement, for the belligerent
character of its inhabitants, and the
number and atrocity of the violent
deeds which stained its streets with
the blood of human hearts.

It is not our preseut purpose, how-

ever, to sketch any of these more cel-

ebrated brute-battle- s, but merely to
select for the sake of its mournful
moral alone, a solitary tragedy, which
was briefly chronicled bythe.prcss of
the day, and which then faded from
the recollection of all, save one from
whom the writer received the story in
all its particularity. She, of course,
could never forget. Iu the latest hour
of her existence, the wife of the mur-
dered hero wept at the sad reminis-
cence.

In the year 1827, a young lawyer,
John Thomas, emigrated from Worces-
ter, in Massachusetts, to the State of
Mississippi. He was poor, and had
recently married a beautiful, accom-
plished woman, who had renounced
wealthy parents for his sake, and
hence was auxious to better his fortune
in as little time as possible. This con-

sideration determined the legal adven-

turer to locate at Yicksburg,then con-

sidered through the west as a paradise
of the bar.

In a very short time the new law-

yer had ample reasons to congratu-
late himself on the choice of his posi-
tion. His bland demeanor, studious
habits,and more than all, his eloquence
iu debate, won him patronage ; and
he rose almost at a single bound, to
the first place in his profession. He
was employed in all the land suits,
and in most of the still more numer-
ous and equally lucrative cases of
homicide, so that in the period of two
years after his advent he had cleared
the rouud sum of thirty thousand dol-
lars. Let no sceptical disciple of
Lord Coke deem this statement in-

credible. S. S. Prentiss, realized,
cash in hand, forty thousand dollars
by his opening speech in Yicksburg.

During his career thus far youug
Thomas was remarkable in one re-

spect. He never went armed, and
although iu the fierce and fiery alter-
cations of the forum he necessarily
made some enemies, no attack had
hitherto been ventured on his person.
The athleticism of his noble form, and
the look of invincible determination
in his keen blue eyes, had doubtless
warned the desperados that "the Yan-
kee orator," as he was generally term-
ed, could hit as hard blows in the
courtyard as he did in the court itself.

j

However this may be, two years elaps-
ed, years too of eminent success, be-

fore the peaceable attorney was ever
insulted. Alas! this halcyon period '

was doomed to a change alike sudden
and terrible.

There resided at that time in the
town a notorious duellist by the name
of Johnson, whose matchless prowess

"Y1 fcY He had slain ,

half a dozen foes on the public "field
of honor, and as many in private and
irregular eucounturs. All the mem-

bers of "the bloody fancy club" spoke
vi m.iv o.iniHtm s.etus .u. ui -

UU3 ClllilllSlclSUI. Juv an guuu tuvu,
all lovers of peace when the

. i j i i i. jwreicu passed, turneu paie, auu w ere
silent.

At the May term of the District
Court, 1 829, the grand jury, mustering
extraordinary courage, returned a
true bill against Johnson for the mur- - j

der of William Lee, an inoffensive j

youth whom he had shot down in a
drunken frolic, under circumstances
of peculiar aggravation. Thomas
was retained by a friend of the de-

ceased to aid in the prosecution, and
notwithstanding the earnest advice ol
his well-wishe- rs to the contrary, ap-

peared on the trial of the case one
of the most exciting ever argued at
the bar of Vicksburg. On the last
evening of the session, after adjourn-
ment, Thomas rushed into the presence
of his wife, with looks of such evi-

dent agitation as to fill her soul with
overpowering alarm.

;My love, tell me, in the name of
heaven, what has happened?" she
cried, pale as a corpse, and shaking
like a leaf in the wind.

'Nothing," answered the husband,
thinking to conceal the most fearful
part of the intelligence. "Nothing,
only the murdeier, Mike Johnson, af-

ter his acquittal, grossly insulted me
in the courtyard, and I knocked him
down."

"And he challenged you to fight
him with pistols !" almost shrieked the
wife, anticipating the rest, with the
quickness of woman's keen common
sense.

"Il is even so," replied the lawyer,
mournfully

"Oh ! say that you will not meet
him. Ob ! swear that you will not
turn duellist in this Sodom of the
South 1" implored the wife, throwing
her arm3 around his neck, and sobbing
like a child on his bosom.

"There, do not weep now. I will
not turn duellist, dear Emma,although
I much fear that the consequence will
be my rum.

"God will protect you from that
bold, bad man."

The next morning it was known
in v lcKsourg mat tne "Xaokce ora
tor" had been challenged and refused
to fight. Accordingly," he was gen-
erally denounced as a coward a word
which at that day might be considered
as expressing far deeper scorn than
either robber or assassin. As he pas-

sed through the streets, he was aston
ished to witness the coldness mani-
fested by his old acquaintances, and
even prt.fessed friends; while the
great mass of the people seemed to
regard him with ineffable contempt.
"Yankee white liver," "boaster," "pol-

troon," were sound most frequently
rang in his ears, especially when near
the groceries, and there was one then
on every terrace of the broken hills.

The matter grew still worse. About
a week afterwards, Johnson met his
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Samuel Stanford, of whom all have heard so
much in lurmer years, as bting the moststirrinfr,
wide awake and enterprising man in Irasliurph,
alter a sleep of a few months, is now himself
aKiin, and olfers for sale nt hij stand,

OPPOSITE THE COURT HOUSE,

Haying Tools, Bristol Plows, the hest in market,

A Good Assortment of Groceries,

I' LOUR.

FOKK

LARD,

Tko Very Best of Teas,

Cotl.e, Spin's of all kiniN, Suar, Molasses, To-l-a- rt

u, ('i'ars, Hire, Fish, Nuts, Kaikins,
and (!,itidy, Tinware, Stovepipe,

SLKiAK PANS
sap sroris,

fiLAs WAUK.
j

RAKKS, j

1 OKKS,

HOES,

audi verythine that is wanted on the farm or in
the 141-- all of which will le sold for

c.i.si on in:Jin iir.

HOT STEW OF OYSTERS

;it at;v a the day, or a Meat Dinner, or
when required, at prices to suit.

No K:iin y tin 'J roeery .

A LlVF.IiV STA1JLK

:n etion with my other t.minei-s- . Call and
and tiiv Stoi k in Trade.

STANFORD.
Ii.i-- ' li, March 1.S, 1S70. lltf

(JET THE 15 EST!

The '.tndri)igi:ed sole agents at Bsrlon Lund

the sale of

3:1A0LEY'S PHOSPHATES

arc no.v re iiv to deliver this well known stan-- ,

d fen ili.cr tune tor payment will be given
til' June 1

We hav

II T OX'S D WRY S A L T
j

rind, ae: it wh .ile sale, and a ?ood

I. MK'H HANPISK,

id row ro:t

,' ; A l Y V A Y U X L Y

AVSTIN & JOSLYN.
1' ' 1. am lit Yth.'ll, 1870.

VILLAGE PROPERTY FOR SALE !

The il .vei house and belong- -

ii .'to iln- e tate ill the late John Oinld, si'uated
.11 til- - '.. ol TravlurL-h- . The building! are
i.e ir v e eii tini-he- in eood orderand nres-- ;

irvitiof. A desirable lacation for anv family
reide in a villasre. The property will

tie .1.1 at a irrcat bargain, and possession given
nnuie.liately if reiiiireil.

H P. COLTOX, Adm'r.
Irisb'ivL'h, April 8, 1S70.

'

'

CYRLS BEMlf? ESTATE.
T A T V O V T E It HI O X T,C Orleans District, ss.

At a Probate Court, held at Irasburph, in said
district, on the 27th day of April, a. I). 1870 :

Issac K. Drew. Kxecntor of the last will and
testament of CYRUS BEMIS, late of llarton, in
said district, deceased, presents his administra-
tion nerount for examination and allowance.

Whereupon it is ordered by said Court that
aid account be ref rred to a session of said Court

to be held at the Probate Office in aid IrasbnrRh
on the lsth day of May, A. D., 1S70, for hearing
and decision thereon.

And it is further ordered, that notice hereof be
civen to all persons Interested, by publication ol
i he same three weeks successively in the Orleans
Independent Standard, a newspaper published
at b irton aforesaid, previous to said time appoint-
ed lor hearine, that they may appear at said time
and plm e, and show cause, if any tbey may
have, whv said account should not be allowed,

liy the Court,
Atte-t- , E. A. STEWART, Judge.

.V.4.YO' JAMESON'S ESTATE.

T E 0 F V E R M 0 N T .

Oui.eans District, ss.
At i Probate Court, held nt IrashurpU, in

sai l District, on the 4th day of May, A. D.,
1870.

E. P. Colton, administrator, de bonis non, with
the will annexed, of the estate of NANCY
JAMESON, late of Irasburgh, in said district,
deceased, presents his administration account
lor examination and allowance, and makes
application for a decree of distribution and par-tita- n

of the estate of said deceased.
Whereupon, it is ordered by said court, that

saiil account and said application be referred to
a session thereof, to be held at the Probate OfHce,
In said Irasburch.on the 2"jtu day of May, A.D.,
1870, lor heari and decision thereon.

And it is further ordered, that notice hereof be
piven to all persons interested, by publication of
the same three weeks successively in the Orleans
Independent Standard, a newspaper published at
llarton, in said district, previous to said time ap- -
pointed for hearing, that they may appear at
said tune and place, and show cause, if any they
tn iv have, whv said account should not be al- -
lowed, and such decree made.

By the Court. Attest,
T)3 E. A. STEWART, Judge.

11EVBEX ASITS ESTATE,
ton )l ISSIOM ERS' NOTICE.

rriIE SUBSCRIBERS, havinjr been appointed
l i.y tnc h noraiiie rroimte Court lor tne dis-

trict of Orleans, Commissioners to receive, ex-
amine and adjust all claims and demands of nil
persons asainst the estate of RtUBKN ASH,
late ol Coventry in said District, deceased, re--

' presented insolvent, and the term of six months
tromthe 23d day ot Marcn, is,o, oeing allowed
by said Court to the creditors of said deceased,
to exhibit and prove their respective claims be-
fore us

Oive notice that we will attend to the duties of
our appointment at the dwelling house of Albert
A. Weiisier, in Irasburgh, in said district, on the
21st of May and 2 1st day of September next, at
one o'clock in the afternoon, on each of laid
days.

PEARLY HILL. CommGEO. B. BREWSTER,
April 20. A. D. 1870. I8w3

BIG MONEY
Made easy with onr Patent Articles, Key Tag
and -- tencil Tools. Circulars free. F.W.DCXt-MA- N

f CO., 97 Lombard-s- t, Baltimore,

'Into the woods,' I replied.
You ben't going to kill me?' he

said.
'No,' I responded, 'though you de-

serve it ; lam going to tie you to a
tree, gag you, and leave you there.'

'That will be ten times wuss !' he
said piteously.

IIow pleasant it is to be cruel ! It
is a temptation that a few men, one
way and another, can resist. As my
victim and myself penetrated the for-

est, I begged him sarcastically, to se-

lect the tree he would like; ant when
I had secured him and gagged him, I
marched off a dozen yards or bo and
aimed my Derringer at him; it was a
jolly sight to see him writhe and niuira
and make motions for mercy; finally
I c i.t., u:. . 1 J 1
1 uiL-- nit; weapon over uia neaj, auu
he lilintorl. Mp nistnla wpi-- i now
both empty. I blazed the tres, so
that his friends would find himbefore
night, and made the best of m way
back to the road. What was ny as-- I

tonishment to find my horse one
stolen, without a doubt!

'Whew !' I soliloquised, 'thii is a
moral neighborhood,' and immcliately
thought about loading up. What was
my lurther astonishment to fiid that
r j)atj ,0t my cartridges ! So niich for
being careless. And there I wis, sir,
in the midst of a township of notori-
ous thieves, without a weapon with-

out a horse, and with over a hindred
dollars in money and property in my
possession. The thing did looc a lit-

tle dubious.
Thauk my stars,' I thoughtto my-

self, there's one highly conscKntious
christian in these woods' rrferring
to the old man, of course; nd at
his house, a little after sunlown. I
arrived, pretty well tired out. The
old fellow was on the lookoutfor me.

Ah.' said he, as I entered, . knew
the Lord would bless you. I have
been praying for you all day.'

Thanks.i I said, 'but never mind
about the blessing; all I wantissome
mush and a blanket and your horse
in the morning to take me to Water-town- .'

' You shall have 'em,' he said, 'but
shan't I read a chapter?'

'No.'
'The Lord has blessed vou : said

the old devil, inquiringly.
'Ye-- .' I sail, he has; J have done

what I wanted and got rid of my
horse besides:' and these were about
the last words I said to the old man
till about two o'clock in the nurning.
About that time, sir, as I was jrearu-in- g

of having a gay old time. I was
awakened by a sharp pain in my cheek
and a loud 'thug' on the floor beside
me. 1 clapped my hand on my cheek
and felt blood; between me and the
window was the old man's form. Why
sir, a streak of lightning is nothing
to a man's nerves at such a time! Be-

fore you could say 'Jack Robinson ;'
before there was time for a single co-

herent thought, I found myself doing
the very best thing I could clutching
tlu"W.li-- l l.l llniflii-ni- tnion o i n.nc..
ing the muzzle of mv empty pistol
to liis temple he shaking like an as-

pen leaf.
'On. don't shoot,' he screamed. 'Je-

sus was always merciful !'

'Was he ?" said I, giving his throat
an awlul squeeze.

Oh, don't kill him,' wailed the old
woman ; the Lord will bless you if
you don't.'

'Get up, you old Jezebel, and strike
a liucLt. or I will send him and you
too. to the Prince of Darkness,' growl-
ed I.

The li'iht was struck. What did 1

see? Oh, nothing iu particular,
only the floor was torn up and a grave
dug to put me in, where the wolves
would not disturb me. I had noticed
that the boards were loose when I
first came in. As I saw this I couldn't
help knockius the old man down with
the barrel of ray pistol, and pitching
him into the hole. I put hi3 bible in
my pocket as a memento ; and in three
minutes was mounted on his horse
and on the road to Watertown.

Not quite unmolested, though, for
as 1 turned the corner of the fence a
bullet whizzed spitefully past me. I
turned round. The old she devil was
standing in the doorway, with a rifle
smoking in her hands.

'You daresn't come back,' she
screamed.

'You're right old gal, I daresn't.' I
thought, plunging into the darkness.

A weary midnight ride that was to
Watertown. Not that the pain of my
wound was much, for the ax had but
scraped the skin. But the unuterable
melancholy of night in the almost
virgin forest, the indescribable sounds,
the coyote's yell, the sad wailings and
mournful rustling of the leaves, filled
me with a blueness that was awful
blue set me to thinking of things al-

most forgotten, and that were sad to
think of then of days that were dif-
ferent from those days ; well

When Tom Vincent, like a man.
paid me the five hundred dollars, I
went into the picture agency business,
and have not touched a card since.

Romaktic Meeting. There was a
romantic meeting on a railway train
in Iowa a few days since. At a stop-
ping place, a middle-age- d woman en-

tered the cars. A gentleman arose
and offered her a seat beside him.
She had just seated herself, when she
exclaimed : "Oh. my God I" Both of
the parties sprang to their feet, and
while facing each other, the gentle-
man said: "Is it possible? how
strangely we have met 1 but let us
part friends : I am going to my wife
and family; you, I presume, to meet
your husband." The lady .replied,
"We mav part friends, and wiser than
we once were. My experience has
been bitter, and doubtless yours has
been the same. You will oblige me
by stepping into the next car 1" The
parties shook bauds and separated.
Ten years ago, a petty quarrel result-
ed in divorcing the parties. Both
had since married, and lived to learn
that the old love had not died oat.

haps I gambled some; perhaps you
would call it swindling. At all events

j there was a chap out there, a rich,
rnnno- - RP.finpcrrrifp wlin.. Invnrl trt hnj ,,ft., v,

lleeced, and no one loved to fleece him
better than Dick. One dav he came

j to me looking very miserable.
'Dick,' said he, Tre lost my watch
a poor old turnip; but the old wo-

man gave it to me just before she
died, and I wouldn't lost it for a farm.'

I made some inquiries and soon
found out that the watch had gone in-

to the Virginia backwoods settlement.
How I found out is nothing to you.
I told Tom about it.

'Well,' he said, as tickled as a child,
, ...all we ve srot to is nut an ofliocr ,'

on the track
'You must be a sweet gabo,' I inter-- ;

ruptcd. 'Why. up there they shoot an
ofiicer at sight.'

I would give live hundred dollar?,'
said Tom. passionately, 'rather than
lose that watch.'

Done,' I said, and the next morning
started for lake Howard, miles!
the drearv woods, dressed like a

back wood-ma- n. with a couple of Der-- i

ringers in my pockets, ana mounted an
animal that was once a horse, which
we bought for A drearv ride it
was. To sav nothimr of the awful
roads, the backbone of my noble steed
was a source of constant misery, for I

had no saddle : that would have ex- -

citeu suspicion at once. So I was
glad, at the end of the second day,
when five miles from the lake, to stop
at a log hovel by the roadside. 'I he
family were just preparing their eveu- -

ing meai niaKii.g it into ihti.-- u when
entered, and was about to take my

seat at the table, when th old man
looked at uie sadly. '

'Young ma:;,' said he. I see by your
looks that you dor.'t know the Lord.' j

'You're ri'ht. there, old man,' said
He's a stranger to me.'

At that the old fellow groaned, and
immcliately produced the identical
bible you see before you.

'Hear the word of wrath.' he said,
beginning to read, anil queer work he
made of ir. kicking his metal shins
aaainst all the biir words. 1 paid lit-

tle attention to him, but I got some-
how a van'ie impression that his mind
was not on his reat ;tiil I did

to htui sy u.ptoins of piety in that God-Th- e

forsaken place, reading and the
supper over the c :d man said imjuir- -

ingiy :

Ma be yer' go ;:,ir into the Yirinia
settlement

'That's just where I'm guins:,' I re-

plied.
'Then if you take that ring with

you. violence will be done you. Them
people don't know the Lord.'

Sure pnonirli. like a confounded lool.
as the wi-e- st if us may be at times,
I had worn my emerald ring all the
way.

'Yi'unc man,' said the old fellow
again, 'what are vou diiving at? Nev-

er be a hypocrite: yon are deceiving'
people: you are 1.0 laborinsr man.
The Lord 'no merciful to you.'

'Right atraiu, old stick in the mud,'
I said, I am no laboring man ; I never
did work for a living, and I never will.
I don't mind telling you, on account
of vour remarkable pietv. that I'm
up here on a little busiuess for a
friend. Perhaps you can help me, in
which case vou can earn a dollar or
two. Periiaps vou de 't know such
a fellow as Merriman- - -- Austin Merri- -

watcu lor a pair oi steers, ana as
this, of course, was what I wanted to
know, I pulled out my wallet and

the old man two dollars. How
sharp he looked at the other bills !

'The lord does provide,' he said,
turning to his wife; 'why, sir, would
you believe, we haven't a morsel of
P0I"k in the house.'

Little did I think how that old boy
w'lh his piety, had pumped me. I am
ashamed to this day, to think how he
came it over me. 'I hope the Lord
will bless you,' he said, as I started
next morning. 'Be sure and stop
here when you come back.'

rtold him I would I rather liked
his mush and milk for a chance. I
had hardly got out of sight of the
hovel, when a deer started across the
road ; I fired one of my pistols at it,
and neglected to load it again. Very
foolish, but I was a little reckless.

I suppose I was about five miles
from the old man's place, when all at
once I came in sight of the very man
I was after; he was splitting rails by
the roadside. I knew he was the man
I was after, because, dangling from
the pocket of his old plush vest was
Tom Vincent's watch chain ; but what
was my astonishment to find, on a
second look that I knew him. Why,
sir, he was one of the cussedest horse
thieves that iulested the 'big woods.'
Bill Strahl. the name 1 knew him by.
He knew me at once.

'Halloo,' said he, 'what do you do
here.' And as he said this he picked
up his rifle ; he and I were never
friends.

'What do you think ?' said I putting
my hand in my pocket.

'No good,' he said, 'you infernal
beat,' and with that he made a motion
to level his rifle.

In an instant I whipped out my
Derringer, and gave him an excellent
opportunity to look Equare down the
muzzle.

'You are covered 1 said, 'drop your
gun.'

He dropped it and began to trem- -

his holiness is one of the cleanest,
neatest old men in the world. lie
takes a cold sponge bath every mor-jniug- ;

and when you see him in his
nice white clothes, notice his fresh,
healthy face, handsome hands, and
thoroughly well kept appearance, you
cannot help thinking of a hearty fat
baby just out of the morning nursery
toilet: for the white skullcap and'
silvery hair add to this illusion, lin
agiue then what a clean old man must
have felt while breathing the odor of
this Oriental specimen of prelatical '

sanctity.
When asked for his benediction, the

l ope turncu to those who surrounded
i.e. .;,l, .... .:. ....auu CJ,J " il" au "I""1"11 r- -

culiarl v Roman for these Romans:
are the most witty, sarcastic people in
the world :

Are you very sure this bishop does
not understand Italian?''

" Very sure, Holy Father."
' Well, then, said his Holiness, in

Italian, drawing himself up before the
kneeling, unclean man, " Dirty and ug- -

Iv as thou art. 1 bless thee," fcc.

Droll Sckxe at a Negro Camp
Mketinc. One of the droll scenes of; man?'
the war, and one, on the whole, which 'A desperate man," said the old fel-- i

uas rather jolly in the monotonies of low with a shudder, 'who knows not
camp life, was the meetings half j the Lord.'
dance, half prayer meeting of the

' 'Perhaps.' I said, 'he's a sportive,
negroes. One of these little gather-- 1 a festive sort of a wood chopper.
ings has been deftly sketched by Col. Maybe he trades a little, once in a
Higginson, down at Beaufort, in De- - wllilc in jewelry.'
cember, 18G2 : j 'He has been to trade a

tire into a convent and leave him at
liberty. If he fails in persuasion, he
is permitted to whip her into conde-
scension.

Such is the slavery in which the
Muscovites are kept by their parents
and guardians, that they are not al-- I

lowed to oispute any union agreed up
on by their elders, however odions
and incompatible it may be. This ex-

tends so far, that officers in the army
are not permitted to marry without
the consent of the sovereign, and
wives whom they do not want are
sometimes even forced upon tin m.

Whether it be the result of this sys-

tem of oppression, or of their savage
climate, or of the unnatural hot air of
the stove heated apartments, it is cer-
tain that a more unlovely race of wo-

men than the Russian would be diffi-

cult to find. "They want," says an
English traveler, "the genuine flavor
which only nature can give. That
charming firmness and elasticity of
flesh, so indispensably requisite to
constitute beauty, and so delicious to
the touch, exists not among the Rus-

sian females, or in very few of them."
We are told ol the Aleutian Island-

ers who form a part of our New Rus-

sian American aequsition, that they
marry one, two or three wives, as
they have the means of supporting
them. The bridegroom takes the
bride upon trial, and n ay return her
to her parents, shouid he not te sat
isfied, but cannot demand his presents
back again. N man is allowed to
sell his wife without her consent; but
he may (and often does) ass'gu htr
over to another. This custom, it is
saiil, is a ailed of by the Russian hunt-

ers, who take Aleuti-t- women or
girls to wife for a time, for a trifliug
compensation.

A newly married man compared
his wife to a perfect rose, but he thinks
that she ' blows out" a iittlv too often.

Never owe any man more than you
are able to pay, and never let any man
owe you more than you are able to
lose.

burn. One of his shopmates, who is
a genuine son of the Emerald Isle,
with astonLshment exclaimed. 'Faith,
what do you want of two lamps. Yon
havn't but ono eye."

A man was recently brought before
a magistrate, charged with drunken-

ness and disorderly conduct lie w as
hia own lawyer. He insisted that he
could not have been drunk, because
he was able to walk. "When a man
is drn k," said the philosopher, "he
lies down and feels upward for the
ground."

Two urchins, "Tom," and "Jack,"
went to school for the first time. The
teacher asked "Tom" what his name
was.

"Tom," was the reply.
"No, my boy. you should not say

'Tom' but - Thomas.'"
"Taomas," repeated the boy.
"That's better. Now, my lad,"

said he turning to the other, whose
face brightened op with a new con-

ceived idea, "what's your name ?"
"Jack-as'replie- the urchin prompt- -

iy.

.During a Wyoming murder trial
the murdered nan appeared in court
alive and well. The trial, however
went on, and the jury brought in a
verdict of guilty. "How's this?" says
the iudge. "There has been no mur-

der; the man is alive in court" 'Well,
vour honor." said the foreman, the
iurv is coninced that the prisoner
did not murder this man out ne is a
dangerous person. I am sure he stole

mare, and we telieve that .my gray
hanging biro ia necessary for the

peace of the country."

brought about by the man first send-- ! A shoemaker with one eye com-

ing to her whom he wishes to become plained that one of his lights did not

could not even see the blades of their 1 uese ?,ne 8el !or a sfpuiated sum,

own knives. generally asking as much as she
thinks requisite for them to begin the

At first both and steal-- 1they stooped hc calUwor, d wilh In lhe evening
untied and took off their shoes.thily m h wkh the Wiirdrobei al her a

so as tc nake the least possible noise ni htthci,s hou and tl lhe
in walking over the Boor. The same fa cach otbei,8 company. Nfxt morn-thoug- ht

had struck them at the same jf muta eatisficd they app0iDt
time to manoeuvre for the vantage ,,, An f tv, ,1

This evening, alter working them-- 1

selves up to the highest pitch, a party
suddenly rushed oft", got a barrel, and
mounted some man upon it, who said,
' Gib anoder song, boys, and I'se gib
you a speech !" After some hesita- -

tion, and sundry shouts of ' Rise de
song, somebody 1" and " Stan' up for
Jesus, brudder !" irreverently put in
by the juveniles, they soon got upon
the John Brown song, always a favor -

ite, adding a jubilant verso which I
had never before heard : " We'll beat
Beauregard on de clare battlefield."
Then came the promised speech ; and
then seven other

.
speeches,

.
by

.
as many

men, on a variety of barrels. I he
most eloquent, perhaps, was by Cor-

poral Lambkin, just arrived from Fer- -

nandini, who evidently had a previous
reputation among them. His histor- -

ical references were very interesting.
He reminded them that he had pre-
dicted this war ever since Fremont's
time, to which some of the crowd as-

sented : he then gave a very intelli-
gent account of that presidential cam-

paign ; and then described most im-

pressively the secret anxiety of the
slaves ia Florida to know all about
president Lincoln's election, and told
how they all refused to work on the
4th of March, expecting their freedom
to date from that day. He finally
brought out one of the very few real-
ly impressive appeals for the Ameri-

can ilag that I have ever heard : ''Our
mas'rs dey hab lib under de flag, dey
got dere wealth under it, and ebery
ting beautiful for dere chil'n. Under
it dey hab grind us up, and put us in
dere pocket for money. But de fus'
minute dey tink dat ole flag mean
freedom for we colored people dey
pull it right down, and run up de rag
ob dere own." (Immense applause.)
" But we'll neber desert de ole flag,
boys neber 1 we hab lib under it for
eighteen hundred and sixty two years,
and we'll die for it nowl'i With
which overpowering discharge of

this most effective
of stump speeches closed,

his wife, to purchase her clothes.- -

tnc uaj ui uiai i ingc J ucj aic ljci- -

inittcd to separate whenever they
please, and so frequently avail them- - j

selves of this privilege, that they
sometimes change a dozen times be-

fore their inclinations are wholly
suited.

In Hindostaa the women have a
peculiar veneration for marriage, as
it is a popular creed that those fe-

males who die virgins are excluded
from the joys of paradise. In that
precocious country the women begin to
bear children at about the ae of
twelve, some even at eleven. The
proximity of the natives of India to
the burning sun, which ripens men, as
well as plants, at the earliest period,
in these tropical latitudes, is assign- -

ed as the cause. The distinguishing
mark of the Hindoo wife is the most
profound fidelity, submission and at-

tachment to her husband.
On the banks.of the Sengal, and

among many African tribes, the mat-

rimonial prize most sought, after is
abundance of flesh. To obtain cor-

pulence is regarded as the only real
comeliness. A female who can move
with the aid of two men is but a mod-

erate beauty, while the lady who can-

not stir, and is only to be moved on
a camel, is estimated a perfect para-

gon.
Nor is this queer fancy for obesity

in women confined to the savages in

groun
Thomas moved in a circle, softly

as a cat, around the apartment, till he
got within a few feet of the corner
where his enemy had first been placed,
and then paused to lfsten. For four
or five seconds he could hear nothing

j in the grave-lik-e silence but the quick
beats of his own busy heart. Pres-
ently, however, there crept into his
ear a scarcely audible sound, as of
suppressed breathing, in the corner of
the room which he had previously
left; and then he knew that his foe
was trying the same stratagem. The
ruse was repeated thrice, with a like
result. At length Thomas concluded
to stand perfectly still and await John-
son's approach. Motionless now him-

self, and all ear, soon he could dis-

tinguish a soft rustling noise, like the
dropping of flakes of wool, circling
round the floor, and gradually advanc-
ing toward him.

At last, when the sound appeared
within three feet of the lawyer's posi-

tion, he suddenly made a bounding
plunge with his knife, aimed in the
dark air.where he supposed the bosom
of bis foe to be. His blade struck
against that of the other and a few
sparks of fire rolled at the fierce col-

lision, and fell expiring on the floor.
And then, for an instaut, the sec-

onds without the door heard a sharp


